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Assonance, n. fi. [affonance, Fr.] Reference of one found to 
another refembling it. . . Dirt. 

A'ssonant. ad], [aJJcnant , French.] Sounding in a manner 
refembling another lound. Dirt. 

To Asso'rt. v. a. [ajjbrtir , Fr.] To range in claflfes, as one 
thing fuits with another. 

To Asso't. v. a. [from fit ; afifioter , Fr.] To infatuate ; to be- 
fot : a word out of ufe. 

But whence they fprung, or how they were begot, 

Uneath is to allure, uneath to weene 

That monftrous errour which doth fome ajfiot. Fairy Queen. 

To ASSUA'GE. v. a. [The derivation of this word is uncer- 
tain ; Minfiew deduces it from adfuadere , or ajfuaviare ; Ju- 
nius, from ypsey, fweet ; from whence Skinner imagines aypse- 
yan might have been formed.] 

1. To mitigate; to foften ; to allay. 

Refrelhing winds the fummer’s heats ajfiuage , 

And kindly warmth difarms the winter’s rage. 

2. To appeafe ; to pacify. 

Yet is his hate, his rancour ne’er thelefs. 

Since nought ajjuageth malice when ’tis told. Fairfax , b. hr. 
This was necellary for the fecuring the people from their 
fears ; which were capable of being ajfiuaged by no other means. 

Clarendon , b. viii. 

Shall I, t’ ajfiuage 
Their brutal rage, 

The regal ftem deft roy ? > Dryden’ s Albion. 

3 . Toeafe; as, the medecine ajfuages pain. 

To AssuaGe. v. n. To abate. 

God made a wind to pafs over the earth, and the waters afi- 
fiuaged. m Gen. viii. i . 

Assuagement, n. fi. [from ajfiuage.'] What mitigates or fof- 
tens. 

Tell me, when fhall thefe weary woes have end, 

Or lhall their ruthlefs torment never ceafe ? 

But all my days in pining languor fpend, 

Without hope of afiuagement or releafe. Spenfier s Sonnets. 
AssuaGer. n. fi. [from ajfiuage.] One who pacifies or ap- 
peafes. 

Assua'sive. adj. [from ajjuage.] Softening; mitigating. 

If in the breaft tumultuous joys arife. 

Mufick her foft ajfiuajive voice applies. Pope s St. Caciha. 
To Assu'bjugate. v. a. [fiubjugo, Lat.] Tofubmitto. 

This valiant lord 

Mull: not fo Hate his palm, nobly acquir’d ; 

Nor by my will ajfubjugate his merit. 

By going to Achilles. Sbakefip. Troilus and Ci ejfida. 

AssuefaGtion. n. fi. [ajjuefiacio , Lat.] 1 he Rate of being 
accuftomed to any thing. 

, Right and left, as parts infervient unto the motive faculty, 
are differenced by degrees from ufe and ajfiuefiartion , or accord- 
ing whereto the one grows ftronger. Browns V ulgar Errours. 
Assu'etude. n. fi. [ajjuetudo, Dtxt.] Accuftomance ; cuftom. 
We fee that ajjiietude of things hurtful, doth make them lofe 
the force to hurt. Bacons Nat. Hift. N J 67. 

To ASSU'ME. v. a. [ajftumo, Lat.] 

1 . To take. 

This when the various God had urg’d in vain. 

Fie ftrait ajjunid his native form again. Pope. 

2 . T o take upon one’s felf. 

With ravifh’d ears. 

The monarch hears, 

AJfiumes the God, 

Attedfs to nod, 

And feems to fhake the fpheres. 

3. To arrogate; to claim or feize unjuftly. 

This makes him over-forward in bufinefs, afifuming in con- 
vocation, and peremptory in anfwers. Collier of Confidence. 
T o fuppofe fomething granted without proof. 

In every hypothefis, fomething is allowed to be ajfiunied. Boyle. 
To apply to one’s own ufe; to appropriate. 

Flis majefty might well ajfiunie the complaint and expreffion 
of king David. Clarendon , b. viii. 

Assu'meiL n.fi. [from ajfiwne.] An arrogant man ; a man who 

claims more than his due. . 

Can man be wife in any courfe, in which he is not fafe too r 
But can thefe high ajjiimers and pretenders to reafon, prove 

themfelves fo ? ° . , So “ th - 

Assu'ming. participial adj. [from ajjume.] Arrogant; haughty, 
flis haughtv looks, and his ajfiuming air, 

The fon of Ifis could no longer bear. Dryden. 

ASSU'MPSIT. n.fi. [ajjumo, Lat.] A voluntary promife made 
by word, whereby a man taketh upon him to perform or pay 
anything to another: It contains any verbal promife ma e 
upon confideration. Cowe . 

Assumption, n.fi. [ ajfiumptio , Lat] 

1. The adl of taking any thing to one’s felf. . 

The perfonal defeent of God himfelf, and. his ajjumption or 

our flefh to his divinity, more familiarly to infinuate his pleafure 

to us, was an enforcement beyond all methods of wifdom. 

Hammond's Fundamentals. 

2. The fuppofition, or a a of fuppofingof any thing without far- 
ther proof. 


ASS 

Thefe by way of ajjumption , under the two general propofn 
tions, are intrinfically and naturally good or bad. Norris. 

For the ajjumption , that Chrift did fuch miraculous and f u ! 
pernatural works, to confirm what he faid, we need only repeat 
the meflage fent by him to John the Baptift. South. 

The thing fuppofed ; a pollulate. 

Hold, fays the Stoick, your ajjumption s wrong : 

I grant, true freedom you have well defin’d. Dr yd Perfius. 

, The taking up any perlon into heaven, which is fuppofed by 
the Romifh church of the Blefled Virgin. 

Upon the feaft of the ajjumption of the Blefled Virgin, the 
pope and cardinals keep the vefpers. Stillingfi. on Rom. idokt. 
Had Adam done this after a certain period of years, he would 
have been rewarded with an ajjumption to eternal felicity. 

Wake s Preparation for Death 
Assumptive, adj. [ ajjumptivus , Lat.] I hat may be affumed. 
Assu'rance. n.fi [ajjurance, French.] 

1 . Certain expectation. 

Though hope be, indeed, a lower and lefier thing than afi 
furance , yet, as to all the purpofes of a pious life, it may prove 
more ufeful. South . 

What encouragement can be given to goodnefs, beyond the 
hopes of heaven, and the ajjurance of an endlefs felicity ? Fillet. 

2 . Secure confidence; truft. 

What man is he, that bo?fts of fiefhly might. 

And vain ajjurance of mortality. 

Which all fo foon as it doth come to fight 

Againft fpiritual foes, yields by and by. Fairy Queen, h. i. 

3. Freedom from doubt ; certain knowledge. 

I grant that proof from the authority of man’s judgment, is 
not able to work that ajjurance , which doth grow by a ftronger 
proof. Hooker , b. ii, 

’Tis far off. 

And rather like a dream, than an ajjurance 
That my remembrance warrants. Sbakefip. Tempefi . 

The obedient, and the man of pradrice, fhall outgrow all 
their doubts and ignorances, till perfuafion pafs into knowledge, 
and knowledge advance into ajjurance. South. 

Hath he found, in an evil courfe, that comfortable ajjurance 
of God’s favour, and good hopes of his future condition, which 
a religious life would have given him ? Tdlotjon, 

4. Firmnefs ; undoubting fteadinefs. 

Men whofe confideration will relieve our modefty, and give 
us courage and ajjurance in the duties of our profeffion. Rogers . 

5. Confidence ; want of modefty ; exemption from awe or fear. 

My behaviour ill governed, gave you the firft comfort ; my 
affeCtion ill hid, hath given you this laft ajjurance. Sidney ; 

Convention, when they come into the world, will add to 
their knowledge and ajjurance. Cocke. 

Ground of confidence ; fecurity given. 

The nature of defire itfelf is no eafier to receive belief, than 
it is hard to ground belief ; for as defire is glad to embrace the 
firft fhew of comfort, fo is defire defirous of perfeCt ajjurance ?. 

Sidney , b. ii. 

As the conqueft was but flight and fuperficial, fo the pope’s 
donation to the Irifh fubmiffions were but weak and fickle af- 
fiurances. Sir J. Davies on Ireland. 

None of woman born 
Shall harm Macbeth. 



Dryden s St. Ctzcilia. 
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— Then live, Macduff, what need I fear of thee ? 

But yet I’ll make ajjurance double fure, 

And take a bond of fate ; Thou (halt not live. Shak. Mad. 

I mull confefs your offer is the beft ; 

And, let your father make her the ajjurance , 

She is your own, elfe you muft pardon me. 

If you fhould die before him, where’s her dower. 

Sbakefip. Taming of the Shrew . 

7. Spirit ; intrepidity. 

With all th’ ajjurance innocence can bring, 

Fearlefs without, becaufe fecure within ; 

Arm’d with my courage, unconcern’d I fee 

This pomp, a fhame to you, a pride to me. Dryd. Aureng. 

8. Sanguinity ; readinefs to hope. 

This is not the grace of hope, but a good natural a Mf a * c t 
or confidence, which Ariftotle obferves young men to be run 
of, and old men not fo inclined to. Hammond’s Pratt, uu 

g. Teftimony of credit. 

I am a gentleman of blood and breeding, 

And from fome knowledge and ajjurance of you, 

Offer this office. Sbahlh. Kmg hy 

We have as great ajjurance that there is a God, as we corn 
expea to have, fuppoiing that he were. Tillotfion , Brejme. 

10. Conviaion. i^-vnid 

Such an ajjurance of things as will make men care u 

a lefier danger, ought to awaken men to avoid a greater. 1 j • 

11. The fame with infiurance. See Insurance. . •, 

To Assu're. v. a. [ ajjeurer , Fr. from ajjecurare , low atin.j 

1. To give confidence by a firm promife. , 

So when he had ajjured them with many wort s, 
would reftore them without hurt, according to the agree > 
they let him go for the faving of their brethren. 2 Mai. x 

2. To 
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3 ^rSdent; to exempt from doubt or fear ; tocoofer 

^’hereby we know, thet we are of the truth, -d ffiaii ,/- 
fure our hearts before him. revive 
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5 - Ahf^neAaidclaim to me, called me Oromio fwore I 
JJfJZ to he, . _ SUtkefp. Comedy of Errours. 

Assu're d. participial adj . [from ajuic.] 
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of a tree makes it profper. Bacon s Nat. Hijl- N 4«- 

2. Certain ; not doubting. 

Young princes, clofe your hands, 

And your lips too ; for, I am well affured, ^ 

[ did fo, when I was firft ajfur’tl. Shal. King jom. 
As when by night the glafs 
Of Galilaeo, lefs ajJuPd, obferves 

Imagin’d lands, and regions, in the moon. Par. Lofi, b. . 

n Immodeft; vicioufly confident. ...... 

Assuredly, aiv. [from affured.] Certainly; indubitably. 
They promis’d me eternal happineis,^ 

And brought me garlands, Griffith, which I feel 

I am not worthy yet to v/ear : 1 fhall ajjuredly. 

Sbakejp. Henry V 111. 

God is abfolutely good, and fo, ajjuredly , the caufeof all that 

Is frood ; but, of any thing that is evil, he is no caufe at all 
is b oou, > 7 o Raleigh’s Hift. of the World. 

AfTuredh he will ftop our liberty, till we reftore him his wor- 
n- ' South. 

Assi/redness. n.f. [from affured.} The ftate of being affured ; 

certainty. 

Assu'rer. n.fi. [from afifiure.] 
j . He that gives aflurance. 

2. He that gives fecurity to make good any lofs. 

ToASSW'AGE. See ASSUAGE. _ ... 

Asterisk, n.fi. A mark in printing or writing, in 

form of a little ftar ; as *. 

He alfo publifhed the tranflation of the Septuagint by itfelf, 
having firft compared it with the Hebrew, and noted by afte- 
risks what was defective, and by obelisks what was redundant. 

Grew’s Cofimol, Sacra , b. iv. 

A'sterism. n.fi. [after ifinus, Lat.] 

1. A conftellation. 

Poetry had filled the Ikies with afterifims , and hiftorics be- 
longing to them ; and then aftrology devifes the feigned virtues 
ancf influences of each. Bentleys Sermons. 

2 . An afterifk, or mark. This is a very improper ufe. 

Dwell particularly on pafiages with an aftcrifim * ; for the 
obfervations which follow fuch a note, will give you a clear 
light. Dryden’ s Dufirefinoy. 

A'sthma. n.fi. [olcrSua,] A frequent, difficult, and fhort refpi- 
ration, joined with a hiffing found and a cough, efpecially in 
the night-time, and when the body is in a prone pofture ; be- 
caufe then the contents of the lower belly bear fo againft the 
diaphragm, as to lefien the capacity of the breaft, whereby the 
lungs have lefs room to move. Quincy. 

An afibma is the inflation of the membranes of the lungs, 
and of the membranes covering the mufcles of the thorax, but 
does not continue long. Floyer on the Humours. 

Asthma'tical. \ adj. [from ajlhma.] Troubled with an 
Asthma'tick. j afthma. 

In afibmatical perfons, we often fee, that though the lungs 
be very much fluffed with tough phlegm, yet the patient may 
live fome months, if not fome years. Boyle. 

After drinking, our horfes are nioft afihmaiick ; and, for a- 
voiding the watering of them, we v/et their hay. 

Floyer on the Humours. 
Aste'rn. adv. [from a and ftem.] In the hinder part of the 
fhip ; behind the (hip. 

The galley gives her fide, and turns her prow. 

While thole ajlern defending down the fteep, 

Thro’ gaping waves behold the boiling deep. Dryden. 

To Aste'rt. v. a. [a word ufed by Spenfier , as it feems, for 
ftart, or filartle.] To terrify ; to ftartle ; to fright. 

We deem of death, as doom of ill defert ; 

But knew we fools what it us brings until, 

Die would we daily, once it to expert ; 

No danger there the fhepherd can afiert. 

Voi. 1. 


Asto’niED. farticip. adj. A worn ufai in the verfion of the 
bible for ajtonijbed. Hi. 14. 

T SWA Fr. from attsnitus, Lat] To 
Tolu^lRfomeiuRN r Aon, as with fearer wonder; 

to amaze ; to furpriie. 

It is the part of men to fear and tremoie. 

When the moft mighty gods, by tokens, fend 
Such dreadful heralds to ajlomfi) us. ? Shak. Jult j 
Ajlonijh’d at the voice, he ftood amaz d, 

And all around with inward horror gaz d. Addifion Chi • 

A genius univerfal as his theme, Sum mer. 

Aftomjhing as chaos. J px . 

Asto nishingness. n.fi. [from afiomjh.] 

cite aftonilhment. . . rnn- 

Astonishment, n.fi. [ ejlonnement , Fr.] Amazem , 

fufion of mind from fear or wonder. 

We found, v/ith no lefs wonder to us, than afiomjh 
themfelves, that they were the two valiant and wmous ^ro- 

th< She efteemed this as much above his wifdom, as 
is beyond bare admiration 


is oeyonu Dare aunmaLiun. c \ 

To Asto'und. V . a. [eftonner, Fr.] To aftomfh ; to confound 
with fear or wonder. This word is now fomewhat oblolete. 
Thefe thoughts may ftartle well, but not ajlound 

The virtuous mind, that ever walks attended . 

By a ftrong fiding champion, confcience. Paradije Regain. 
Astra'ddle. adv. [from a zxi&Jlraddle.] \vithones 
crofs any thing. 

A'stragal. n. Ji [arpayax®', the ankle, or ankle-oone.] - a lC 
round member, in the form of a ring or bracelet, ferving as an 
ornam'ent at the tops and bottoms of columns. Bui A. Dirt. 

\Fe fee none of that ordinary confufion, which is the refult 
of quarter rounds of the aftragal , and I know not how many 
other intermingled particulars. Spectator , N° 4 I 5* 

A'stral. adj. [from aftrum, Lat.] Starry; relating to the ftars. 
Some ajlral forms I muft invoke by pray’r. 

Fram'd all of pureft atoms of the air ; 

Not in their natures fimply good or ill ; 

But moft fubfervient to bad fpirits will. Dryd. Tyran. Love . 
Astray, adv. [from a and Jlray.] Out of the right way. 

May feem the wain was very evil led. 

When fuch an one had guiding of the way. 

That knew not, whether right he went, or elfe aftray. F. Q. 
You run ajiray , for whilit we talk of Ireland, you rip up the 
original of Scotland. Spenfier on Ireland. 

Like one that had been led aflray 
Through the heav’n’s wide pathlefs way. Milt. II Penfierofio. 
To ASTRFCT. v. a. [ afilringo , Lat.] To contract by applica- 
tions, in oppofition to relax : a word not fo much ufed as con- 
fir inge. 

The folid parts were to be relaxed or njlrirted, as they let the 
humours pafs either in too fmall or too great quantities. 

Arbuthnot on Aliments . 
AstriGtion. n.fi. [afilrirtio, Lat.] The adt or power of con- 
tracting the p^.rts of the body by applications. 

AJlrirtion is in a fubftance that hath a virtual cold ; and it 
worketh partly by the fame means that cold doth. Bacon. 

This virtue requireth an ajlrirtion , but fuch an afilrirtion a3 is 
not grateful to the body ; for a pleafing ajlrirtion doth rather 
bind in the nerves than expel them : and therefore fuch ajlric- 
tion is found in things of a harfh tafte. Bacon’s Nat. Hijlory . 

Such lenitive fubftances are proper for dry atrabilarian con- 
ftitutions, who are fubjedt to afilrirtion of the belly and the piles- 

Arbuthnot on Diet. 

AstriGtive. adj. [from ajlrirt.] Stiptick; of a binding qua- 
lity. Dirt. 

AstriGtory. adj. [. ajlrirtorius , Lat.] Aftringent; apt to 
bind. Dirt . 

Astri'de. adv. [from a and ftride.] W T ith the legs open. 

To lay their native arms afide. 

Their modefty, and ride ajiride. Hudibras. 

I faw a place, where the Rhone is fo ftraitened between two 
rocks, that a man may ftand ajiride upon both at once. Boyle,, 
Astri'ferous. adj. [ aflrifier , Lat.] Bearing, or having ftars. D. 
AstriGerous. adj. [ajlriger, Lat.] Adorned with ftars. Dirt. 
To AS FRINGE, v. a. [ajlringo, Lat.] To prefs by contrac- 
tion ; to make the parts draw together. 

Tears are caufed by a contraction of the fpirits of the brain ; 
which contraction, by confequence, ajlringeth the moifture of 
the brain, and thereby fendeth tears into the eyes. Bacon. 

Astri'ngency. n.J. [from aftringe.] The power of contrac- 
ting the parts of the body ; oppofed to the power of relaxa - 
tion. 

Aftridtion prohibiteth difiolution ; as, in medicines, aftrin- 
gents inhibit putrefadtion : and, by aflringency, fome fmall quan- 
tity of cil of vitriol will keep frehi water long from putrefying. 

Bacon’s Natural Hijlory, N° ^42. 
Acid, acrid, auftere, and bitter fubftances, by their ajlrin- 
gency , create horrour, that is, ftimulate the fibres. Arbuthnot. 
Astringent, anj. [aft rin gens, Lat.] Binding; contracting; 

nnnnied tn Inxnti'n? 

2 I Aftringent 
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Spenfier s Pajl. oppofed to laxative. 
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